
Fund raiser for the Mohawks of Tyendinaga

Halifax Anarchist Black Cross

You are invited to breakfast to help raise funds for the Tyendinaga Legal Defence 
fund on Saturday April 11th.  The breakfast will be held at 2477 Agricola street 
starting at 10am and going until 1pm.  We are suggesting a sliding scale of 10-20 
dollars.  Put your money where your mouth is. RSVPs should be sent to 
halifaxabc  @  riseup.net   by April 4th.    

The Tyendinaga Support Committee via the tyendinaga legal defence fund is 
currently helping pay legal fees incurred combatting the ongoing colonization 
of Mohawk lands as well as supporting Mohawk protesters maintaining the Quarry 
occupation on the unceded Culbertson Tract.  More information on the Mohawks 
of Tyendinaga the Culbertson Tract and Surrender 24 are included later on in 
this invitation.  

For this breakfast we will be serving as much local and organic food as possible. 
Our proposed menu includes:  eggs,  tofu scramble, roasted veggies and potatoes
home-made granola  apple crisp, freshly baked bread,
hummus, juice, tea and coffee.

A Short History of the Halifax ABC

How We Got Started
The Halifax Anarchist Black Cross chapter was formed in the summer of 2008 and 
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grew out of discussions regarding the inadequate support for those who were 
arrested at the Resist Atlantica demonstrations in June of 2007, a lack of 
principled support for political prisoners in general and the absence of 
explicitly Anarchist political organizing in Halifax.   

Who We Are
The Halifax Anarchist Black Cross is an organization focused on the abolition of 
prisons and offering support to political prisoners, prisoners of war and those 
who face state repression for their political activities. Our support work entails 
a number of things; writing and corresponding with prisoners, providing material 
aid and literature to prisoners, raising funds for legal defense, as well as 
hosting events and disseminating information to let people know about the 
prisoners' struggle, the struggle against prison itself and the movements they 
came from, and are still a part of.

Past ABC Events

May 26th 2008 – Future members of Halifax ABC and others throw a benefit show and 
BBQ for the Mohawks of Tyendinaga. Over 200 dollars was raised. 
(http.  //  www.ocap.ca  /  supporttmt  /  index  html  ).   

July 7th 2008 – Halifax ABC throws its first official benefit show.   Taberfucks from 
British Columbia headlined.  

September 25th 2008 –  Halifax ABC throws its second benefit show headlined by 
Critical Convictions from Ottawa. 

November 14th 2008 – First letter writing night is held at the Robert's Street Social 
Center. 

December 16th 2008 – Second letter writing night is held at the Robert's Street 
Social Center. 

January 10th 2009 – Halifax ABC hosts its third, and most financially successful, 
benefit show to date with plenty of free vegetarian and vegan food.  400 dollars 
is raised with 200 going towards the Mohawks of Tyendinaga and 200 respectively 
going towards the legal defence fund for those arrested at the November 10th 

solidarity blockade in Guelph.

January 22nd 2009 – Halifax ABC, along with Books Beyond Bars, the local campus 
radio station CKDU, and the Nova Scotia Public Interest Research Group (NSPIRG) 
participate in Voices From Outside:- Artists Against the Prison Industrial Complex 
a screen-printed poster show raising money for prisoner support and prison 
abolition organizations. 

January 26th 2009 – Third letter writing night is held at the Dalhousie Women's 
Center.   A member from Halifax ABC gives an update on the Tarnac 9 case in France. 
(http  ://  tarnac9.wordpress.com      

February 24th 2009 – Halifax ABC hosts a film screening at the Dalhousie Student 
Union Building on University Avenue. The documentary “Attack on Move” is screened 
which covers the revolutionary organization MOVE which surfaced in the 1970's in 
Philadelphia who were heavily repressed and bombed by the Philadelphia police. 
Currently there are eight MOVE members (often referred to as the MOVE 9) in prison 
serving 100 years after being framed for murdering a cop in 1979. The ninth 
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defendant, Merle Africa, died in prison in 1998. (http  ://  onamove.com  /  move9  /    

March 10th 2009 – Fourth letter writing night is held at the Dalhousie Women's 
Center on South Street. An Interview with David Gilbert is also screened.

The Mohawks of Tyendinaga  
Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory is located along the shore of the Bay of Quinte 
between Belleville and Napanee, Ontario.  This is the home of the Mohawks of the 
Bay of Quinte. The Mohawk Nation is one of the original five nations of the 
Iroquois Confederacy or the Haudenosaunee along with the Oneida, Onondaga, 
Cayuga and Seneca.  The Tuscarora would later join in the 1700s turning the 
Haudenosaunee into a confederacy of Six Nations.  

The Mohawk community at the Bay of Quinte was founded after the American War of 
Independence, when Joseph Brant settled with other Six Nations families on the 
Grand River where they were deeded 6 miles of land on either side of the river from 
its mouth to its source in Lake Erie.  This territory is known as the Haldimand 
Tract. In 1784 the Six Nations Community on Grand River was founded.  This same 
year, John Deseronto and around 20 families came by canoe to the Bay of Quinte 
from Lachine.  For years Deseronto petitioned the government to recognize and 
protect the Mohawks title to lands around the Bay of Quinte.  In 1793 the Simcoe 
Deed recognized the land as set aside for the Mohawk Nation at the Bay of Quinte. 
This tract is known as the Mohawk Tract and consists of an area of approximately 
92,700 acres that was granted “for the use and enjoyment of Six Nations People 
forever.   Over the next 200 years much of the land would be stolen from the 
Mohawks.  Currently only 17,000 acres are in the hands of their rightful owners.   

The Culbertson Tract and Surrender 24

The Culbertson Tract is a 923 acre piece of land at the south-east edge of the 
Tyendinaga Township (a non-native community).  In 1836, the land was illegally 
sold to John Culbertson and then lost to various white settlers over the years. 
In November 2003, the Canadian Settler State recognized that the Culbertson 
Tract was never surrendered by the Mohawk Nation and has attempted to get the 
Tyendinaga Mohawk to accept to a land buy out rather than the land itself. 
Surrender 24 is a much larger piece of land.  It consists of 33,000 acres of land 
that was stolen from the Mohawks of Tyendinaga and eventually given to CN 
despite numerous attempts at resistance.    In the fall of 2006, the Tyendinaga 
Mohawks launched a campaign to take back the Culbertson Tract.  Their first 
target was a proposed 140 home subdivision that was to be constructed on the 
unceeded territory.  During the action a convoy of Canadian Military vehicles was 
seen patrolling the Tyendinaga reserve.  In response the Mohawks blockaded and 
detained the convoy until it was escorted out of the reserve by the O.P.P.  On 
January 10th 2007, Mohawks shut down the road to the Thurlow Aggregates quarry 
operation in conjunction with actions against Condo Developments on Mohawk 
land in Deseronto.  The next day Shawn Brant and Mario Baptiste were arrested 
and charged in regards to the blockade of military vehicles on November 15th. 
Shawn Brant with uttering death threats and Mario with assault and mischief.  On 
March 22nd ,2007 Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte seized control of the gravel quarry 
on the stolen Culbertson Tract.  The occupiers demanded that the quarry owner’s 
license be revoked while the land in question was being negotiated.  Ontario has 
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still refused to move on this issue.  In the Spring of 2007, Mohawks announced that 
they would begin a campaign of “economic disruption” if the province of Ontario did 
not revoke Thurlow Aggregate’s Quarry license.  For this campaign the Tyendinaga 
Mohawks named three potential targets: CN Rail Lines, the TransCan (401 Highway) 
and the town of Deseronto.   On April 20th 2007, a 30 hour blockade of CN rail was 
conducted which shut down the lines between Toronto and Montreal.   After the 
blockade a warrant was issued for the arrest of Shawn Brant for disobeying a 
court order and a breach of recognizance.  CN also retaliated against the 
Mohawks of Tyendinaga with a 103 million dollar lawsuit against Shawn Brant, the 
Band Council of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte and other individuals.  As it 
stands the lawsuit is still standing.  During the 2007, June 29th Aboriginal Day of 
Action, Tyendinaga Mohawks stood up once again and blockaded VIA rail, CN and 
the Trans-Canada Highway 401.  In response to the Day of Action, another arrest 
warrant was issued for Shawn Brant due to his alleged role in the actions.  On 
July 5, Brant turned himself in and was eventually released on bail on August 30th 

after two denials.  

At present, the Tyendinaga Mohawk community is being targeted for their 
opposition to a 1.9 million dollar new police station as well as their opposition 
to quarry operations where no adequate environmental assessments have taken 
place.  On September 24th 2008, the new police station was put on hold after 
Tyendinaga Mohawk community members blockaded the intended construction site. 
Now several dozen community members are facing arrest and criminal charges. 
Currently, two law suits have been launched against the Band Council 
government of Tyendinaga.   Against the construction of the new police stations 
is a $3.3 million dollar lawsuit accusing the band council of nepotism and abuses 
of power.  The Band Council has been accused of not consulting the community. 
"The plaintiffs, who represent approximately 90 per cent of the members of the 
Mohawk community of Tyendinaga are opposed to the establishment of the police 
building and services at the proposed location ... and are demanding that 
meaningful, substantive and comprehensive consultations take place," the 
lawsuit states.  The claim alleges the final decision to move ahead with the police 
building was made in a "special secret meeting" by the elected band council and 
that the Canadian government "conspired" with council to "hold the secret 
meeting and to demand, as a condition of funding, that the new police building be 
delivered to the site ... no later than March 31st 2008."  A 74 million dollar lawsuit 
has also been launched against the band council, a local businessman and a 
number of other government ministries in relation to a quarry and asphalt plant 
on the reserve.  A 40-page statement of claim filed in court states that both 
projects "are extremely detrimental to the environment and to human life and 
habitat on the Mohawk Territory. The environment and human life and habitat are 
being irreparably harmed by these projects."  

This amounts to an unprecedented attempt to criminalize and jail any effective 
opposition in the community. This is an attack on our families, our children, our 
culture and the way we think. This has moved beyond a simple community dispute. 
The federal government is making a final push to eradicate those people who 
believe in the strength and power of the Mohawk
Nation and who will stand in its defense. 

In the community of Tyendinaga, more than half the homes can’t drink their water, 
and the elementary school has had poisonous water for years. 

On September 24th 2008, the new police building was put on hold after community 



members blockaded the intended site of the building. Such
demonstrations took place again on October 29th 2008. 

Concern over the second quarry operation stems from alarm at the tremendous 
speed with which this particular quarry has been established and grown in size. 
These fears have increased in recent weeks as
households in the direct vicinity of quarry operations have experienced water 
problems and collapsed wells for the first time ever.)

Build-All Contractors is a company owned by Belleville Police Chief Maracle’s 
brother, and has been awarded the contracts for both the police station and the 
quarry.


